
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

TEXTS IN DIALOGUE 

Robyn Ashworth-Steen and Lara Westermeyer 
 
 
Welcome to the Texts in Dialogue session. We are really excited to be spending this time in dia-
logue and exploring the complexities of inter-text and inter-faith dialogue. 
 
In these sessions we bring a text from the Christian Bible, to comment upon and inform our read-
ing of the book of Daniel. Today we will be focusing on Revelation chapter 4. The team have 
chosen this text to open discussions about how our position and situation informs our readings of 
texts. The book of Revelation is distinctive because it heavily reflects imagery and ideas from the 
Hebrew bible which invites us to reflect on how our religious outlook affects our reading. There-
fore we ask: which images and symbols particularly resonate with us, and how important is it, in 
inter-faith dialogue, to be cognisant of our own position? 
  
In a few moments we will ask you to get into small groups of a maximum of 3 people – try to 
keep the groups small so you can have an in-depth conversation. You will have the text from the 
book of Revelation before you, with some contextual information, as well as some guiding ques-
tions. The first set of questions will ask you to explore the text for those things which interest you 
and then encourage you to draw out themes and motifs in the text and to reflect upon your rela-
tionship to the text. These questions seek to open up a conversation where we can reflect upon 
our positionality and our relationship to the text, and the wider canon. You may wish to bring in 
your study of the book of Daniel to inform your conversation. 
 
In Jewish study spaces and in Jewish liturgy we rarely, if ever, reference the Christian Bible. This 
type of inter-text study is new to most Jewish learners. Whereas in Christian spaces the Hebrew 
Bible is often studied and quoted. Here at Bible Week we have a unique opportunity to study the 
texts together and focus on the art of dialogue and its potential. 
 
We have just provided you with the English and German translations of the text – if you wish to 
reference the Greek version, please do so. 
 
We will ask you to be back here at 4.55 p.m. so that we can spend 15 mins reflecting on the ex-
ercise where we will turn to the second set of questions which ask you about your experience of 
the dialogue. – Are there any questions of clarification? 

 
“Consider the word and understand the vision.” (Dan. 9:23) 
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Texts in Dialogue 
 
 
1. Guiding questions 
 

• What strikes you about this text? What is important to you? What questions do you 
have? 

• What symbols, images, themes and motifs can you identify in this chapter? 
• What is the significance of the themes, symbols etc, that you have identified?  
• Do you feel included, excluded, inspired, or uneasy when reading Revelation 4—and 

why? 
 
 
Revelation 4:1-11 (New International Version) 
 
1 After this I looked,  
and there before me was a door standing open in heaven.  
And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said,  

‘Come up here,  
and I will show you what must take place after this.’  

2 At once I was in the Spirit,  
and there before me was a throne in heaven  
with someone sitting on it.  
3 And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and ruby.  
A rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the throne.  
4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones,  
and seated on them were twenty-four elders.  
They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads.  
5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder.  
In front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing.  
These are the seven spirits of God.  
6 Also in front of the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.  
In the centre, round the throne, were four living creatures,  
and they were covered with eyes, in front and behind.  
7 The first living creature was like a lion,  
the second was like an ox,  
the third had a face like a man,  
the fourth was like a flying eagle.  
8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings  
and was covered with eyes all round, even under its wings.  
Day and night they never stop saying:  

‘“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,”  
who was, and is, and is to come.’  

9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honour and thanks to him who sits on the throne and 
who lives for ever and ever,  
10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne  
and worship him who lives for ever and ever.  
They lay their crowns before the throne and say:  

11 ‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power,  
for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.’  

 
  



Contextual information on Revelation 4 
 
The Book of Revelation is the final book of the Christian Bible. For most Christians today, it is not 
particularly significant and is little known; this may be different in evangelical circles. It is the only 
prophetic and apocalyptic book of the New Testament and is therefore closely related to the Book 
of Daniel. Most scholars assume that the Book of Revelation was written around 95 CE in western 
Asia Minor. It contrasts the power and splendour of the Roman Empire and the evil of the world 
with the reign of God, which has always existed and will exist forever. 
 

The literary narrator is John, who experiences a vision on the island of Patmos. In the first three 
chapters, seven churches in Asia Minor are addressed in seven short letters. Chapter 4, selected 
here, begins a grand series of images of the reign of God and Christ, which extends to a new 
creation and the heavenly Jerusalem at the end of the book. 
 

The ideas and imagery draw richly from the Hebrew Bible and intertestamental literature and are 
rooted in the Judaism of that time. For chapter 4, Ezekiel 1, Isaiah 6:1-4 and Exodus 19:16-24 are 
particularly interesting, but also Exodus 3:14 and 24:9-10, Zechariah 4:2, Daniel 2:29; 6:27; 7:9-
10; 12:7, 1 Chronicles 24–25 and 29:11 are relevant. 
 
 
 
2. Reflection on inter-faith dialogue 
 

• What images in this chapter resonate with your own experiences of the sacred? 
• Has your dialogue shifted your relationship with this text? 

 
Maybe you want to write your reflections down: 

 


