. I/ “Consider the word and understand the vision.” (Dan. 9:23)
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SUNDAY SERMON

Sr Sponsalis Flacke

‘Lord, give us the courage to listen to what you say to us. ...” (German Catholic hymnal Cotteslob
No. 448)

Ever since | agreed to give the sermon, this line from the hymn has been buzzing around in my
head.

We have spent a week studying together, trying to listen to each other, waiting for the necessary
translations — sometimes impatiently, sometimes gratefully — talking, sometimes enjoying the si-
lence ... to put it simply: trying to take in these days and encounters with all our senses.

Today, at the end of this week, we have heard two texts that many of us — or so we think — have
heard a thousand times before, and perhaps a thousand times nothing happened except that we
thought: ‘quite nice’, ‘I already know that’, ‘oh, nothing new’, ... and | asked myself what these
words might be trying to tell us now, at this moment. And admittedly — at first, nothing happened.
Does that mean we should just be satisfied with that? According to the motto, ‘The text says noth-
ing to me right now, so ... on with the text!” But what about the request we began with —

‘Lord, give us the courage to listen ...”?

HEARING is the first sense that is already active in the womb. The foetus has its eyes closed, and
the other senses are still ‘slumbering’. But HEARING happens — the mother’s heartbeat, the voices
of parents and siblings, music, texts ... are HEARD, are noticed. Courage is not yet necessary. The
baby is protected in the womb and is simply allowed to grow.

Furthermore, it is the HEARING organ that allows us to stand upright without wobbling or falling
over. A small organ with a big impact. And it takes courage to stand up for your opinion and
sometimes oppose things.

And in an intensive care unit, you are constantly asked to talk to patients, even if they are in a
coma or too weak to respond — HEARING happens, it cannot simply be switched off and con-

trolled at will.

We always HEAR! (However, whether we have the courage to listen actively or simply let our-
selves be bombarded by noise is up to us.)

‘Lord, give us the courage to listen ...’



Many holy men and women — even in our time — repeatedly call on us to discern the spirits; not
to chase after every firefly or starlet, but to listen carefully, to believe in the One who has meant
well for this world and for us from the beginning and does not chase after His own ideas of power.

It is He who tells us that we — people who have the courage to truly LISTEN — can be the light on
the hill and the salt of the earth (cf. Matt. 5,13-14). Even if we rarely encounter such people in the
media. It takes courage to LISTEN, it takes courage to take seriously the call to be there for some-
one else; to give life flavour and to light up dark places. And right here and now, the following
applies: ‘Lord, give us the courage to listen to what you are saying to us.’

From God’s perspective, everything is actually clear: “The mountain of God’s house will be estab-
lished as the highest mountain and lifted above the hills, and all nations will flock to it. And many
peoples will go and say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of God, to the house of the God of
Jacob, that He may teach us His ways and we may walk in His paths ...”” (Isa. 2:2-3). It is HE who
makes people who LISTEN to HIM the salt of the earth and the light of the world — not we our-
selves. And with that, every display of power is exposed as a mere shadow play.

We already have everything we need here and now. We are already standing in the midst of
grace, right on the mountaintop; we give flavour to things and we shine. So let us have the cour-
age to LISTEN to what God tells us and be grateful that He dares to be with us and does not stop
until everything is done. That is our hope! — Amen.
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