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The (unusual) Structure of Daniel 7

7:1 Introduction (Date, Vision, Transcription)

2a Introduction to Speech (up to 7:28 Daniel’s Narrative in the First Person)

Part | 2b-14 Daniel’s Vision

2b-6 4 great animal monsters from the sea of chaos

7-12  The 4™ animal: Judgment (Judge: the ‘Ancient One’)
and animal’s annihilation [vv. 9-10: Poetry]

13-14 Appearance of ‘one like a son of man’ out of the clouds of heaven

and transfer of eternal universal rule upon him
[vv. 13-14: Poetry]

Part 1l 15-28  Daniel’s search for interpretation of the vision
(relocated into the vision)

15 Daniel’s fright (-> 28b)

[ 16 Need for interpretation of the vision

17-18 Interpretation of the vision by one of those ‘standing around’:
4 animals = four kings

Transfer of eternal rule to the ‘holy ones of the Most High’

— 19-20 Need for more exact interpretation of the 4" animal
Description of the 4™ animal
Continuation of the description:
21-22 Renewed vision: the animal’s war against the holy ones
Judgment by the ‘Ancient One’
Transfer of rule to the ‘holy ones of the Most High’
at a ‘certain time’
. 23-27 Interpretation by one of those ‘standing around’:
Actions by the violent king
Judgment and disempowerment
Transfer of eternal universal rule

to the ‘people of the holy ones of the Most High’ [vv. 23-27: Poetry]

28a Note on the end of the interpretative speech

28b Daniel’s fright (<- 15)

Confidentiality of the interpretative speech / revelation

What is unusual?
- The multiple changes from prose sections to poetic passages
- The relocation of the interpretation to a vision (15-28a is still a vision); different in Daniel 2; 4; 5
- Another vision (7:21-22) in the section on the vision’s interpretation
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