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1 (Ethiopic) Enoch (3rd century BCE) 

14.8 And in (the) vision it was shown to me thus:  
Behold, clouds in the vision were summoning me, and mists were crying out to me;  

and shooting stars and lightning flashes were hastening me and speeding me along;  
and winds in my vision made me fly up and lifted me upward and brought me to heaven. 

9  And I went in until I drew near to a wall built of hailstones; 
and tongues of fire were encircling them all around; and they began to frighten me.  

10  And I went into the tongues of fire, and I drew near to a great house built of hail stones;  
     and the walls of this house were like stone slabs;  
     and they were all of snow, and the floor was of snow;  

11  And the ceiling was like shooting stars and lightning flashes;  
    and among them were fiery cherubim, and their heaven was water;  

12     and a flaming fire encircled all their walls, and the doors blazed with fire.  
13  And I went into that house – hot as fire and cold as snow;  

    and no delight of life was in it.  
 Fear enveloped me, and trembling seized me;  
14      and I was quaking and trembling, and I fell upon my face. 

And I saw in my vision,  
15  And behold, another open door before me:  

    and a house greater than the former one; and it was all built of tongues of fire.  
16  And all of it so excelled in glory and splendor and majesty  

    that I am unable to describe for you its glory and majesty.  
17    Its floor was of fire; and its upper part was flashes of lightning and shooting stars;  

    and its ceiling was a flaming fire. 
18  And I was looking,  
 And I saw a lofty throne; and its appearance was like ice;  

    and its wheels were like the shining sun; and its <guardians> were cherubim: 
19      and from beneath the throne issued streams of flaming fire.  

And I was unable to see. 
20  And the Great Glory sat upon it;  

    his raiment was like the appearance of the sun and whiter than much snow.  
21  And no angel could enter into this house and behold his face because of the splendor and glory;  

    and no flesh could behold him. 
22  Flaming fire encircled him, and a great fire stood by him;  

    and none of those about him approached him.  
Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him;  
    but he needed no counselor; his every word was deed;  

23  And the holy ones of the watchers who approached him did not depart by night,  
    nor <by day> did they leave him.  

(Nickelsburg, 1 Enoch 1: A Commentary on the Book of 1 Enoch, Chapters 1-36; 81-108 (2001), 257) 

 
  



2 (Slavonic) Enoch (1st century CE; Jewish?, but only preserved in Christian Slavonic medieval manuscripts) 

22.1 I saw the LORD. 

His face was strong and very glorious and terrible.  

2 Who (is) to give an account of the dimensions of the being of the face of the LORD, strong and very 
terrible? Or his many-eyed ones and many-voiced ones, and the supremely great throne of the LORD, not 
made by hands, or those who are in attendance all around him, the cherubim and the seraphim armies, or 
how unvarying and indescribable 3 and never-silent and glorious is his service.  

4 And I fell down flat and did obeisance to the LORD. 5 And the LORD, with his own mouth, called to me, 
‘Be brave, Enoch! Don't be frightened! Stand up, and stand in front of my face forever.’ 6 And Michael, the 
LORD’s greatest archangel, lifted me up and brought me in front of the face of the LORD. And the LORD 
sounded out his servants. The LORD said, ‘Let Enoch come up and stand in front of my face forever!’ 7 And 
the glorious ones did obeisance and said, ‘Let him come up!’ 8 The LORD said to Michael, ‘Take Enoch, 
and extract (him) from the earthly clothing. And anoint him with the delightful oil, and put (him) into the 
clothes of glory.’ 9 And Michael extracted me from my clothes. He anointed me with the delightful oil; and 
the appearance of that oil is greater than the greatest light, its ointment is like sweet dew, and its fragrance 
like myrrh; and its shining is like the sun. 10 And I gazed at all of myself, and I had become like one of the 
glorious ones, and there was no observable difference.  

(Andersen in Charlesworth, The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, Volume 1 (1983), 137-9) 

 
 
Testament of Levi (2nd century CE; reworking Aramaic Levi Document from 2nd century BCE?) 

2.3 As I was tending the flocks in Abel-Maoul a spirit of understanding from the Lord came upon me, and I 
observed all human beings making their way in life deceitfully. Sin was erecting walls and injustice was 
ensconced in towers. 4 I kept grieving over the race of the sons of men, and I prayed to the Lord that I 
might be delivered. 5 Then sleep fell upon me, and I beheld a high mountain, and I was on it. 6 And 
behold, the heavens were opened, and an angel of the Lord spoke to me: ‘Levi, Levi, enter!’ 7 And I 
entered the first heaven, and saw there much water suspended. 8 And again I saw a second heaven much 
brighter and more lustrous, for there was a measureless height in it. 9 And I said to the angel. ‘Why are 
these things thus?’ And the angel said to me, ‘Do not be amazed concerning this, for you shall see another 
heaven more lustrous and beyond compare. … 

3.4 In the uppermost heaven of all dwells the Great Glory in the Holy of Holies superior to all holiness. 5 
There with him are the archangels, who serve and offer propitiatory sacrifices to the Lord in behalf of all 
the sins of ignorance of the righteous ones. 6 They present to the Lord a pleasing odor, a rational and 
bloodless oblation. 7 In the heaven below them are the messengers who carry the responses to the angels 
of the Lord's presence. 8 There with him are thrones and authorities; there praises to God are offered 
eternally. 9 So when the Lord looks upon us we all tremble. Even the heavens and earth and the abysses 
tremble before the presence of his majesty. 10 But the sons of men, being insensitive to these matters, 
keep sinning and provoking the anger of the Most High. … 

5.1 At this moment the angel opened for me the gates of heaven and I saw the Holy Most High sitting on 
the throne. 2 And he said to me, ‘Levi, to you I have given the blessing of the priesthood until I shall come 
and dwell in the midst of Israel. 

(Kee in Charlesworth 1983, 788-9) 

 
 
Ascension of Isaiah (2nd century CE) 

9.27 And I saw one standing (there) whose glory surpassed that of all, and his glory was great and 
wonderful. 28 And when they saw him, all the righteous whom I had seen and the angels came to him. 
And Adam and Abel and Seth and all the righteous approached first and worshiped him, and they all 



praised him with one voice, and I also was singing praises with them, and my praise was like theirs. 29 And 
then all the angels approached, and worshiped, and sang praises. 30 And he was transformed and became 
like an angel. 31 And then the angel who led me said to me, ‘Worship this one,’ and I worshiped and sang 
praises. 32 And the angel said to me, ‘This is the LORD of all the praise which you have seen.’ 

33 And while I was still speaking; I saw another glorious (person) who was like him, and the righteous 
approached him, and worshiped, and sang praises, and I also sang praises with them; but his glory was not 
transformed to accord with their form. 34 And then the angels approached and worshiped him. 35 And I 
saw the LORD and the second angel, and they were standing, 36 and the second one whom I saw (was) on 
the left of my LORD. And I asked the angel who led me and I said to him, ‘Who is this one?’ And he said to 
me, ‘Worship him, for this is the angel of the Holy Spirit who has spoken in you and also in the other 
righteous.’ 

37 And I saw the Great Glory while the eyes of my spirit were open, but I could not thereafter see, nor the 
angel who (was) with me, nor any of the angels whom I had seen worship my LORD. 38 But I saw the 
righteous as they beheld with great power the glory of that one. 39 And my LORD approached me, and the 
angel of the Spirit, and said, ‘See how it has been given to you to see the LORD and (how) because of you 
power has been given to the angel who (is) with you.’ 40 And I saw how my LORD and the angel of the 
Holy Spirit worshiped and both together praised the LORD. 41 And then all the righteous approached and 
worshiped, 42 and the angels approached and worshiped, and all the angels sang praises.  

10.1 And then I heard the voices and the hymns of praise which I had heard in each of the six heavens – 
which I had heard as I ascended there; 2 and all (the voices and hymns of praise) were directed to that 
Glorious One whose glory I could not see. 3 And I also heard and saw the praise (which was directed to) 
him, 4 and the LORD and the angel of the Spirit heard everything and saw everything. 5 And all the praise 
which was sent (up) from the six heavens was not only heard, but seen. 6 And I heard the angel who led 
me, and he said to me, ‘This is the Most High of the high ones, who dwells in the holy world, who rests 
among the holy ones, who will be called by the Holy Spirit in the mouth of the righteous the Father of the 
LORD.’  

(Knibb in Charlesworth, The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, Volume 2 (1985), 171-3) 

 
 
Philo (c. 20 BCE – 50 CE) 

By the washing of feet (Leviticus 1:9) is meant that his steps should be no longer on earth but tread the 
upper air. For the soul of the lover of God does in truth leap from earth to heaven and wing its way on 
high, eager to take its place in the ranks and share the ordered march of sun and moon and the all-holy, 
all-harmonious host of the other stars, marshaled and led by the God Whose kingship none can dispute or 
usurp, the kingship by which everything is justly governed.  

(On the Special Laws 1.207; Colson et al., Philo in Ten Volumes (and Two Supplementary Volumes), Loeb 
Classical Library (1929–62), 7.217) 

 
 
Origen (c. 185 – 253 CE) 

The unseen and incorporeal things that are in heaven, then, these are the true; but those that are visible 
and bodily on earth are said to be the patterns of the true, and not themselves the true. It is these, 
therefore, that are called the likenesses of gold (Song of Songs 1:11); and they include the Ark of the 
Testimony, and the propitiatory, and the cherubim, and the altar of incense, and the table of proposition, 
and the loaves; likewise the veil, and the pillars, and .the bars, and the altar of holocausts, and the Temple 
itself, and all the things that are written in the Law. All these were likenesses of gold. But the visible gold 
itself, just because it was visible, was not the true gold, but the likeness of that true and unseen gold. 

(Commentary on the Song of Songs 2.8; Lawson, Origen: The Song of Songs Commentary and Homilies 
(1957), 152-3) 



Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice: Song 12 (Qumran, earliest manuscript 75-50 BCE) 

1 For the Master. Song of [the sacrifice of ] the twelf<th> [Sa]bbath [on the twenty-first of] the third 
[month. Praise the God of …,] 

2 O wondrous [de]puty [princes,] and exalt him according to the glory. In the tabernac[le…] knowledge, 
the [cheru]bim fal[l] before him and b[le]ss as they rise. A sound of divine stillness 

3 […] and (there is) a tumult of exultation as their wings lift up, the sound of divine [stillne]ss. The form of 
the chariot throne do they bless, (which is) above the firmament of the cherubim. 

4 [And (in) the maje]sty of the luminous firmament do they exult, (which is) beneath his glorious seat. And 
when the ophannim move, the holy angels return. They go out <> from between 

5 its glorious [h]ubs. Like the appearance of fire (are) the spirits of holiest holiness round about, the 
appearance of streams of fire like electrum. And (there are) works of 

6 [ra]diance with glorious mingled colors, wondrously hued, brightly blended, spirits of living [g]odlike 
beings moving continuously with the glory of [the] wondrous chariots. 

7 (And there is) a still sound of blessing in the tumult of their movement, and holy <> praise as they return 
on their ways. As they rise, they rise wondrously; and when they settle, 

8 they [stand] still. The sound of exultant rejoicing falls silent, and (there is) a stilln[ess] of divine blessing in 
all the camps of the godlike beings; [and] the sound of lau[ding] 

(4Q405 20-22 ii 6-13; Charlesworth & Newsom, Angelic Liturgy: Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice (1999), 
182-3) 

 
 
Hekhalot Literature (3rd – 7th centuries CE) 

Everyone who is worthy to see the king in his beauty, 
enter and see. 
If it is so, 
the Ophannim of might embrace him, 
the Keruvim of majesty kiss him, 
the ḥayyot carry him, 
the morning star dances before him, 
Ḥashmaʼel sings before him, 
the lively wind of brightness bears him, 
until they raise him up 
and set him down before the throne of glory.  

(§411; Schäfer, The Hidden and Manifest God: Some Major Themes in Early Jewish Mysticism (1992), 74)

 
The Holy One, blessed be he, opened to me (R. Ishmael) gates of Šekinah, gates of peace, gates of wisdom, 
gates of strength, gates of might, gates of speech, gates of song, gates of sanctifying praise, gates of chant. 
He enlightened my eyes and my heart to utter psalm, praise, jubilation, thanksgiving, song, glory, majesty, 
laud, and strength. And when I opened my mouth and sang praises before the throne of glory the holy 
creatures below the throne of glory and above the throne responded after me, saying, ‘Holy, holy, holy’, 
and, ‘Blessed be the glory of the Lord in his dwelling place.’ …  

R. Ishmael said: The angel Metatron, Prince of the Divine Presence, the glory of highest heaven, said to 
me: When the Holy One, blessed be he, took me to serve the throne of glory, the wheels of the chariot 
and all the needs of the Šekinah, at once my flesh turned to flame, my sinews to blazing fire, my bones to 
juniper coals, my eyelashes to lightning flashes, my eyeballs to fiery torches, the hairs of my head to hot 
flames, all my limbs to wings of burning fire, and the substance of my body to blazing fire.  

(3 (Hebrew) Enoch 1:11-12, 15:1; §2, 19; Alexander in Charlesworth 1983, 256-7, 267) 
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